Ulster minor club football quarter-final
Lámh Dhearg     1-18
Aughadrumsee    0-3

By David Mohan 
at St Paul’s
ANTRIM champions Lámh Dhearg cruised into the semi-final of the Ulster minor championship following this 18-point win over Fermanagh club Aughadrumsee at St Paul’s on Saturday.
The score in no way flattered the Hannastown club as they dominated from the first whistle and indeed, had it not been for the heroics of Gerard Crew in the Aughadrumsee goal, the winning margin could have been much greater.
Despite the facile nature of the victory, team manager Frank Fitzsimmons believes his players are capable of more but said they are happy to have advanced into the semi-final where Kilcar lie in wait – the Donegal club overcoming Camlough in Saturday’s earlier quarter-final.
“It was easy enough in the end and not really high-tempo for us at all,” he said.
“We like to play at a high tempo but I suppose you fall into the pattern of play that the other team sets.
“Declan Lynch and Stephen Tully were brilliant in the first-half at midfield, but then we are maybe being hard on them as their keeper made three brilliant saves. 
“We scored 1-18 and that’s a good score – but we did well and that’s us into the semi-final now so we will take it from there.”
The West Belfast lads started brightly and had opened up a 0-4 to 0-1 lead by the end of the first quarter with the pick of the bunch coming from Gerard Slane after a lovely flowing move.
As the half progressed, Lámh Dhearg started to pile on the scores and had opened up a 0-10 to 0-2 interval advantage with Ryan Murray - who top-scored with 0-8 over the hour – continuing to raise white flags.
Any notions the Fermanagh club had of an unlikely comeback were dispelled early in the second period as Lámh Dhearg picked up where they had left off and sealed the win on 32 minutes when Slane got his fist to a cross-field pass from Chris Monaghan to finish to the net for the game’s only goal.
It was merely shooting practice from then on, although the Hannastown men showed incredible tenacity, discipline and composure to continually force turnovers and convert those into scores – none better than when Slane finished off a move that started with an interception.
With the game petering out a raft of substitutions broke the tempo of proceedings but in fairness the result was well beyond doubt.
“To play with that level of intensity is something we have been working with them for five years now,” added Fitzsimmons.
“That’s the way football is played now and that team set up with 14 men behind the ball so it can be tough to break them down.
“If a team wants to go at us 15 on to 15 then we will go head-to-head with them but you have to adapt to other teams as well.
“Kilcar are next and any side from Donegal is going to be good. It’s the same with Tyrone tams and Fermanagh teams - they are all good sides but it’s all on the day with this competition.”

Lámh Dhearg: G Mc Keown, 
C McGarry, A McAufield, C Monaghan, M McGarry (0-1), D Stranney, M Heinze, S Tully, D Lynch (0-2), J Lyndsey, G Slane (1-2), M Jordan (0-1), R Murray (0-8, 2 frees), M McKiernan (0-1), M Lappin (0-1). Subs: C Maxwell (0-1) for M Jordan, K Quinn for G Slane, R Jenkins (0-1) for M Lappin, J Quinn for M Heinze, M Murray for C Monaghan.

Aughadrumsee: G Crew, S Mulligan, T Faux, C Crudden, A Toye, A Flanigan, M Finnegan, JJ Strain (0-3, all frees), D Flanigan, L Og Strain, P Courtney, G Beggan, I Dunnian, S Flynn, D McArdle. Subs: T O’Hara for C Crudden, C Donaghy for S Mulligan.

Referee: Jimmy White (Donegal).

